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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Letchworth 
Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman, 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  in  accor¬ 
dance  with  the  Sanitary  Officers’  Orders,  the  following  report 
is  submitted.  It  is  the  thirty-third  annual  report  on  the 
sanitary  circumstances  and  vital  statistics  of  your  district. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA 


The  area  of  the  district  is  4,897  acres. 

Inhabited  Houses.  There  were  5,887  occupied  dwellings 
according  to  the  rate  books  at  31st  December. 

Population.  The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  civilian 
population  for  mid  year  1951  to  be  20.660 — a  decrease  of  70 
persons.  The  census  population  was  20,321. 

Rateable  Value.  The  rateable  value  is  estimated  to  be 
£167,589  and  the  product  of  the  penny  rate  as  £670. 

Vital  Statistics 
Births 

Total  Males  Females 

Live  births  :  Legitimate  ...  325  172  153 

Illegitimate  ...  12  7  5 


Totals 

337 

179  158 

The  birth  rate  is  16.3,  which  compares  with  that  of  15.5 
for  England  and  Wales.  Last  year  the  rate  was  14.3. 

Still  births  :  Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Total 

6 

Males  Females 
4  2 

Totals 

6 

4  2 

The  still  birth  rate  per  thousand  live  and  still  births  is  17.5, 
and  per  thousand  civilian  population  0.29  ;  this  latter  rate 
compares  with  the  rate  of  0.36  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths 

Total  200  :  Males  95,  Females  105. 

Twenty-one  more  than  last  year.  The  crude  death  rale  is 
9.7  and  the  corrected  death  rate  is  10.5  per  thousand  civilian 
population  compared  with  12.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  from  Puerperal  causes.  None  and  the  maternal 
mortality  rate  is  therefore  nil. 
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Infant  Mortality 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Under 
four  weeks 

3 

2 

5 


Total  under 
one  year 

6 

s 


The  rate  per  thousand  live  births  is  24  and  compares  with 
the  rate  of  29.6  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  causes  of  death  were  : 

Ref.  No.  Males  Females 


1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

— 

— 

2 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

i 

1 

11 

„  „  lung  bronchus 

5 

— 

12 

„  breast  . 

— 

5 

13 

„  „  uterus 

— 

1 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 1 

9 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

16 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

17 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

14 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

4 

20 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

15 

15 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

7 

->2 

Influenza 

— 

9 

23 

Pneumonia 

5 

6 

24 

Bronchitis 

7 

9 

25 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

1 

l 

26 

Ulcer,  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

l 

28 

Nephritis,  and  nephrosis 

— 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

— 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

13 

12 

33 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

3 

9 

34 

All  other  accidents 

1 

4 

35 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Totals  all  causes  95  105 
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There  was  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the 
year  :  there  were  no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  measles  or  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  and  none  from  diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age). 

Tables  1.  II  and  111  give  comparative  vital  statistics  for  the 
years  1946  to  1951  inclusive.  Death  rates  and  birth  rates  are 
based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
unless  otherwise  stated. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  health  of  the  town  has  been  good 
during  the  year,  the  birth  rate  is  similar  to  that  for  England 
and  Wales,  while  the  death  rate  and  the  infant  mortality  rate 
are  lower. 


TABLE  I 


Cancer 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

195 

No.  of  deaths  : 

Males 

17 

16 

19 

14 

15 

18 

Females 

15 

16 

15 

19 

97 

16 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop.  ... 

1.6 

1.6 

1.7 

1.6 

1.8 

1.6 

Puerperal  Causes 

No.  of  deaths 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

Death  rate,  1,000  births 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  cases  notified  : 

0.0 

2.6 

3.0 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

Males 

10 

7 

7 

1  1 

36 

50 

Females 

5 

5 

12 

7 

10 

25 

Attack  rate,  1,000  pop. 

No.  of  deaths  : 

0.75 

0.6 

0.9 

0.88 

0.33* 

0.48' 

Males 

3 

1 

7 

3 

Females 

3 

6 

1 

■» 

_ 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop.  ... 

Non-Pulmonar\  Tuberculosis 

No.  of  cases  notified  : 

0.3 

0.3 

0.4 

0.2 

0.29 

0.0 

Males  . 

1 

t 

1 

1 

3 

Females 

I 

4 

— 

T 

") 

Attack  rate,  1 ,000  pop. 

No.  of  deaths  : 

Males 

0.1 

1 

0.3 

0.1 

0.04 

3 

0. 1 4 

0.24 

Females 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Death  rate  per  1,000  pop.  . .. 

0.1 

0.0 

0.0 

0.1 

0.05 

0.0 

*  Based  on  number  of  local  new  cases  (1951  10) 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  LETCHWORTH 
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TABLE  III 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


1921 

census 

1931  1946 

census 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950  1951 

census 

Birth  rate  22.4 

15.8 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

15.5 

Death  rate  ...  12.1 

12.3 

1 1.5 

12.0 

10.8 

1 1.7 

1  1.6 

12.5 

Infant  mortality  83 

66 

43 

41 

34 

32 

30 

29.6 

One  hundred  and  forty-eight  smaller  towns  (25,000— 
England  and  Wales 

50,000) 

Birth  rate  ...  22.7 

15.6 

21.3 

n  i 

19.2 

18.0 

16.7 

16.7 

Death  rate 

11.3 

1 1.7 

1  1.9 

10.7 

1  1.6 

1 1.6 

12.5 

Infant  mortality  84 

62 

37 

36 

32 

30 

29.4 

27.6 

LETCHWORTH  URBAN 

Birth  rate  (crude)  21.3 

15.0 

17.8 

18.8 

16.0 

16.6 

14.3 

16.3 

(corrected) 

1 3.5 

15.4 

Death  rate  (crude)  7.5 

7.8 

9.2 

10.2 

8.8 

9.9 

8.6 

9.7 

(corrected) 

10.8 

9.4 

10.5 

Infant  mortality  55 

41 

19 

18 

37 

27 

14 

24 

SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

(i)  Staff.  See  list  at  front  of  Report. 

For  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  reference  should  be  made  to  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

(ii)  Other  services. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  The  Urban  Council  is 
■responsible  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  and  a  clinic  continues 
to  be  held  as  often  as  necessary  at  the  Health  Office  in  Gernon 
Road.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  early  treatment  of  cases  has 
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resulted  in  the  incidence  of  this  complaint  being  reduced. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Baldock  Urban,  Hit- 
chin  Urban  and  Hitchin  Rural  Councils  for  treatment  of  cases 
from  their  districts.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
1951  are  as  follows  : 


Number  of  clinics  held  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  number  of  treatments  ...  ...  .  7 

Scabies 

Number  of  children  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  adults  treated  :  males  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  „  ,,  females  ...  ...  1 

Pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pulex  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 


Section  47  National  Assistance  Act  1948.  No  action  taken 
during  the  period. 

SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF  THE  AREA 

1.  (i)  Water.  Extensive  works  to  the  Bowring  bore-hole 

were  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

In  response  to  circular  170/47,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  1  submit  the  following  information  : 

(i)  (a)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality, 
(b)  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity. 

(ii)  The  supply  is  sampled  bacteriologically  every  two 
weeks,  the  samples  being  taken  systematically  at  the 
pumping  stations  and  from  various  points  in  the  area 
of  supply.  The  results  are  uniformly  satisfactory. 
Chemical  analyses  are  taken  every  four  weeks  and 
show  little  variation. 

(iii)  There  is  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  The  supply  is  subjected  to  chlorination.  During  the 
constructional  works  to  the  Bowring  bore,  stringent 
precautions  were  instituted  and  additional  samples 
were  taken. 
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(v)  With  the  exception  of  five  cottages  at  Radwel!  in  the 
extreme  north-east,  and  two  houses  and  a  petrol  tilling 
station  and  cafe  at  Jack’s  Hill  to  the  south-west,  all 
the  properties  in  the  Urban  District  are  provided 
with  a  direct  piped  supply  of  water  from  the  Com¬ 
pany's  mains.  There  are  no  standpipes.  The  supplies 
from  the  private  wells  are  kept  under  observation. 

(ii)  Drainage  ami  Sewerage.  Works  were  commenced  in 
connection  with  the  scheme  for  the  enlargement  of  the  sewage 
works.  The  development  of  industrial  and  domestic  premises 
renders  the  scheme  of  increasing  urgency. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  No  change. 

(i)  Closet  accommodation.  No  change. 

(ii)  Public  cleansing.  The  whole  of  this  work  is  carried  out 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor.  The  house  refuse  con¬ 
tinued  to  he  disposed  of  bv  “  controlled  tipping  ”  on  land 
adjacent  to  the  Baldock  Urban  District  Council’s  sewage 
works  by  arrangement  with  that  Authority.  A  Ministry  in¬ 
quiry  into  the  proposed  use  of  the  Arlesey  chalk  pit  was  held 
in  May. 

(iii) .  (iv),  (v)  anti  (viii).  These  matters  are  fully  dealt  with  in 
the  report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(vii)  Swimming  baths  and  pools,  (a)  Public.  The  open-air 
swimming  pool  in  the  Norton  Common  continues  to  be  well 
patronized,  and  there  were  74.693  attendances  during  the 
year.  A  series  of  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  and  the  results  were  satisfactory,  and 
the  staff  are  again  to  be  congratulated  on  maintaining  a  con¬ 
sistently  high  hygienic  standard. 
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Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector) 
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rmber  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 
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Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  oflences  relating  to  out¬ 
work) 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING 


During  1951  the  following  premises  were  erected  and 
occupied  : 

Council  Schemes 

Houses  and  Flats  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  . 

,,  (aluminium,  three  bedrooms)  ...  24 

—  88 

Other  Persons 

Houses  and  Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Total  ...  102 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

(for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  258 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  344 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  ...  ...  •  3 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  14 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
stale  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  subhead)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for 
human  habitation 
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Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  years  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  Bv  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . .  nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936  ...  .  nil 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notice  : 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  its  officers  ...  ...  19 


Housing  Act  1936  Overcrowding  : 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  3 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  30 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  48 
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(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  : 

(i)  Number  of  cases .  nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  concerned  ...  ...  nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  .  nil 


SECTION  E.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 

FOOD 

This  work  has  always  received  much  attention  in  Letchworth 
and  during  1951  every  effort  was  made  as  in  past  years  to 
ensure  that  the  residents  were  supplied  with  wholesome  food 
and  drink.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  meat  inspection,  the 
milk  supply  and  the  manufacture  of  ice-cream.  Details  of  the 
work  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949.  Regulation  20.  No 
action  necessary. 


Clean  Food  Campaign 

No  special  campaign  was  instituted,  but  the  systematic 
inspection  of  food  shops  and  food-preparing  places  continues, 
and  amenities  were  improved  at  a  number  of  establishments. 


Food  Poisoning 

(a)  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents  : 

Total  outbreaks,  nil  ;  total  cases,  nil. 

(b)  Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  cause  : 

Total  outbreaks.  1  ;  total  cases,  6. 

(c)  Single  cases  : 

Agent  identified,  nil ;  unknown  cause,  nil ;  total,  nil. 
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PREVALENCE  OE,  AND  CONTROL  OVER. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
LETCH  WORTH,  1951 

For  the  year  1951  totals  of  notified  cases  of  infectious 
disease  (after  correction)  were  :  Measles  72.  whooping  cough 
67.  acute  pneumonia  12.  food  poisoning  6.  erysipelas  1.  and 
puerperal  pyrexia  1.  For  measles  1951  was  an  “interval 
year”  after  the  very  heavy  incidence  in  1950,  hut  whooping 
cough  was  mildly  epidemic  in  the  first  quarter. 

Scarlet  fever  was  extremely  low  in  incidence  and  mild  in 
severity,  the  four  cases  notified  all  occurring  at  younger  school 
ages. 


Acute  pneumonia  cases  were  again  notified  mainly  in  the 
first  quarter. 

Food  poisoning.  The  six  notifications  arose  from  one  out¬ 
break,  almost  certainly  due  to  the  consumption  by  one  family 
of  tinned  fish.  Only  the  lid  from  the  suspected  tin  was  re¬ 
covered  for  bacteriological  examination  from  which  reports 
were  negative.  The  bacteriological  reports  from  the  one  case 
admitted  to  hospital  were  also  negative. 

Diphtheria.  For  yet  another  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  was 
notified  in  the  district.  Despite  its  continued  absence  from  the 
area  the  offer  of  infant  protection  bv  immunization  continued 
to  be  accepted  by  a  large  majority  of  parents. 

Epidemic  nausea.  In  the  month  of  April  a  short  but  sharp 
epidemic  of  illness,  probably  epidemic  nausea  ("winter 
vomiting”)  occurred  in  a  private  combined  day  and  residen¬ 
tial  school.  Clinical  symptoms  were  fairly  characteristic,  the 
prominent  feature  being  severe  nausea  usually  without 
abdominal  pain  coming  on  at  night  and  immediately  relieved 
upon  the  onset  of  vomiting.  Among  the  different  groups  at 
risk  (45  residential  staff,  95  boarding  scholars,  and  340  day 
scholars)  there  was  a  remarkably  uniform  incidence  of  minor 
gastro-  intestinal  illness  of  just  over  20  per  cent  over  a  period 
of  several  days.  Food  and  faecal  specimens  were  investigated 
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with  completely  negative  results.  If  the  cause  of  such  illness 
is  an  airborne  infection  the  infectivity  would  appear  relatively 
high  and  the  incubation  period  short,  since  the  outbreak  was 
at  its  height  within  three  to  four  days  from  the  re-assemblv 
of  scholars  after  a  long  Easter  recess. 

NEW  CASES  AND  DEATHS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 


Age  Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


0—1 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

M  F 

1—5 

—  — 

—  — 

—  »  — 

—  — 

5—15 

2  5 

1 

—  — 

— -  — ■ 

1 5—25 

37  14 

i  _ 

—  — 

—  — 

25—35 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

35—45 

9  5 

—  — - 

1 

—  — 

45—55 

1  1 

1  1 

1 

—  — 

55—65 
and  over 

1 

1 

_  _ 

Totals 

50  25 

3  2 

3  — 

-  - 

Deaths  allocated  by  Registrar  General 
after  final  transfers 

_  _ 

The  figures  for  new  notifications  are  swollen  by  sixty-five 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  entering  the  local  Govern¬ 
ment  Training  Centre  and  bv  transfers  from  other  areas.  The 
actual  numbers  of  local  new  cases  notified  were  ten  pul¬ 
monary  and  five  non-pulmonary. 

CONCLUSION 

The  local  infant  mortality  and  infectious  disease  rates  again 
compare  favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales  and  reflect 
favourable  environmental  factors.  The  low  local  death  rate 
(9.7)  in  addition  indicates  the  younger  age  distribution  than 
the  national  average,  the  higher  total  of  female  deaths  follow¬ 
ing  a  greater  proportion  of  elderly  female  residents. 

The  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  similar  to  that  for  Letehworlh 
in  the  years  1948  and  1949,  rising  considerably  from  the 
lower  1950  rale. 

I  would  again  acknowledge  much  help  and  courtesy  from 
your  Council  and  its  chief  officials  .and  particularly  my 
indebtedness  to  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Arthur 
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Jump,  for  his  unfailing  helpfulness  and  local  knowledge.  The 
completion  of  this  report  is  again  made  easy  by  his  invaluable 
assistance. 


June  1952. 


I  am.  gentlemen. 

V.  R.  WALKER. 

District  M.O.H. 


REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1  submit  my  twenty-first  annual  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  sanitary  inspectors.  The  working  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  was  interfered  with  to  some  extent  bv  reason  of  the 
number  of  changes  in  the  inspectorial  staff,  but  these  diffi¬ 
culties  were  largely  overcome  by  the  loyal  co-operation  of 
all  concerned.  Mr.  Alwyn  Firth,  of  Rochester,  commenced 
his  duties  in  February  and  the  establishment  w'as  at  strength 
until  June,  when  on  the  24th  we  suffered  a  grievous  blow  in 
the  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Peter  F.  W.  Monk  following  a  fatal 
road  accident.  Mr.  Monk  had  only  joined  the  staff  in  the 
August  of  1950,  but  he  had  already  proved  himself  as  a  cap¬ 
able  inspector  and  as  a  loyal  and  popular  colleague.  The  de¬ 
partment  was  below  strength  until  1st  September,  when  Mr. 
Harry  Knighton,  of  Baldock,  commenced  his  duties. 

Housing.  The  repair  of  existing  dwellings  remains  a  diffi¬ 
cult  problem,  on  the  one  hand  there  is  the  shortage  of  build¬ 
ing  labour  and  materials,  and  on  the  other  the  economic 
question,  which  is  one  of  importance.  The  majority  of  the 
privately  owned  dwellings,  including  those  owned  by  the  cot¬ 
tage  societies,  are  let  at  “controlled”  rents  and  thus  the 
amount  of  money  available  for  repairs  remains  static,  but  the 
cost  of  repairs  is  increasing.  The  problem  is  a  national  one 
and  has  been  receiving  consideration  for  some  years,  but  in 
the  interim  an  owner  is  called  upon  to  shoulder  a  heavy  finan¬ 
cial  burden  if  extensive  repairs  are  necessary. 

One  way  in  which  the  local  authority  can  help  the  occupier 
and  owner  alike  is  to  implement  the  improvement  grant  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  1949  Housing  Acts.  Some  of  the  older  dwellings 
in  the  garden  city  are  becoming  obsolescent  when  measured 
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bv  modern  standards  of  housing.  Replanning  of  the  working 
kitchen  or  scullery  and  the  provision  of  a  separate  bathroom 
will  give  these  properties  a  new  lease  of  life  and  provide  the 
occupier  with  reasonable  amenities. 

It  is  again  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  verminous  con¬ 
ditions  are  minor  in  character,  and  during  1951  insect  pests 
proved  less  troublesome.  Modern  treatment  methods,  especi¬ 
ally  m  the  case  of  the  furniture  beetle,  are  proving  effective 
and  infestations  are  being  kept  under  control. 

T  he  Council’s  housing  policy  is  shown  in  a  good  light  when 
surveyed  from  the  overcrowding  angle.  Only  one  new  case  of 
overcrowding  was  found  during  the  year,. and  at  31st  Decem¬ 
ber  the  number  of  legally  overcrowded  houses  reached  a 
record  low  figure  of  four,  each  dwelling  being  occupied  bv  a 
single  large  family.  It  is  hoped  to  rehouse  three  of  these 
families  when  suitable  accommodation  becomes  available  and 
m  the  fourth  case  a  licence  has  been  granted  allowing  the 
pei milted  number  to  be  exceeded,  as  this  case  will  shortly 
solve  itself. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  of  legal  overcrowding  there  are 
dwellings  where  bad  living  conditions  exist,  and  at  31st 
December  theie  were  twenty-three  cases  concerning  forty-five 
families  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  persons. 

During  the  year  six  cases  of  legal  overcrowding  and  forty- 
five  cases  of  bad  living  conditions  were  abated,"  forty-three 
being  lelieved  by  the  allocation  of  accommodation  by  the 
Council  through  its  Housing  Lettings  Sub-Committee. 

The  Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 
The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Regional 
slaughterhouse  is  increasing  steadily,  but  at  the  local  bacon 
factory  the  rate  of  increase  is  much  greater,  and  during  1 05 1 
an  average  of  1,300  pigs  a  week  were  inspected  and' meat- 
inspection  duties  continue  to  be  onerous. 

In  the  examination  of  bovine  carcases  the  additional  and 
specialized  inspection  required  in  connection  with  cxsticerus 
hovis  adds  considerably  to  the  inspection  time.  A  total  of  106 
(suspected)  cases  were  found  during  the  year,  equalling  an 
incidence  rate  of  2.3  per  cent.  The  siting  of  the  lesions  is 
worthy  of  comment. 
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In  eighty-three  cases  lesions  were  found  in  the  head,  being 
confined  to  that  part  in  fifty-two  instances. 

In  fifty-eight  cases  lesions  were  found  in  the  heart,  being 
confined  to  that  organ  in  thirty-eight  instances. 

In  three  cases  lesions  were  found  in  the  diaphragm,  being 
confined  to  that  part  in  one  instance. 

In  nine  cases  more  than  one  lesion  was  found  in  the  head. 

In  seven  cases  more  than  one  lesion  was  found  in  the  heart. 

In  fourteen  cases  lesions  were  found  in  both  heart  and 
head. 

The  routine  examination  of  the  heart  continues  to  be  bv  an 
incision  into  the  wall  of  the  left  ventricle  at  a  particular  site, 
and  its  effectiveness  can  be  judged  by  the  fact  that  the  per¬ 
centage  of  heart  infection  found  at  Letchworth  is  somewhat 
higher  than  that  found  in  this  country  as  a  whole. 

Records  continue  to  be  kept  of  the  incidence  of  mammary 
infection  in  cows,  and  they  indicate  that  since  1944  there  is  a 
steady  reduction  especially  in  tubercle— an  encouraging  trend. 

A  considerable  amount  of  work  was  accomplished  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  model  food  byelaws,  but  the  results  were  not 
spectacular  because  in  Letchworth  food  hygiene  has  received 
much  attention  for  many  years,  and  the  majority  of  the  food 
premises  are  modern.  The  education  of  the  food  handler  is 
the  main  factor,  and  experience  here  shows  that  more  good 
can  be  done  by  advice  during  routine  supervisory  visits  rather 
than  by  organizing  special  courses. 

As  in  past  years  the  milk  supply  of  the  town  was  kept 
under  close  supervision,  and  the  results  of  sampling  indicate 
a  satisfactory  position.  Effective  liaison  was  maintained  with 
the  County  Public  Health  staff  and  with  the  officers  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture.  The  Ministry  is  now  responsible  for 
the  control  of  dairy  farms  and  the  County  Authority  for  the 
control  of  pasteurization  plants.  The  transfer  of  these  func¬ 
tions  has  undoubtedly  brought  about  a  more  uniform  national 
standard,  but  where  the  work  was  well  done  by  the  local 
authority  before  the  changeover,  a  local  deterioration  has 
occurred  especially  in  the  amount  of  supervision. 

Action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  prevent  as  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  the  deposit  of  crates  of  empty  milk  bottles  on  the  high¬ 
way  verges.  It  is  an  offence  to  so  place  bottles  containing 
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milk,  but  obviously  it  is  desirable  to  prevent  also  needless 
contamination  of  empty  bottles.  The  local  traders  responded 
well  to  the  suggestion. 

The  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream  was  kept  under  regular 
control  and  sample  results  proved  satisfactory.  Very  little  ice¬ 
cream  is  now  made  in  the  town,  the  bulk  being  supplied  by 
large  concerns  specializing  in  its  manufacture. 

An  interesting  fact  has  been  brought  to  light  by  the  increas¬ 
ing  use  of  mechanization  in  the  manufacture  of  some  foods. 
In  the  case  of  bread  the  need  for  vigilance  is  emphasized  by 
the  increasing  number  of  cases  of  “  foreign  bodies  ”  beinu 
found  in  the  interior  of  loaves. 

General  Sanitation ,  Nuisances,  etc. 

Complaints  of  nuisance  continue  to  be  varied  and  once 
again  a  considerable  number  related  to  matters  that  could  not 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts.  As  far  as  pos¬ 
sible  advisory  action  was  taken  in  this  type  of  case  and  in 
many  instances  the  trouble  was  alleviated. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a  considerable  number  of 
complaints  were  received  as  to  nuisance  caused  bv  the  manu 
facture  of  a  new  type  of  pig  food.  One  of  the  ingredients  con¬ 
sisted  of  waste  material  resulting  from  the  manufacture  of 
penicillin,  and  it  was  found  that  this  was  unstable  and  liable 
to  decompose.  Action  resulted  in  the  manufacture  being  dis¬ 
continued  in  the  area. 

At  the  end  of  September  the  Council  discontinued  the 
arrangements  whereby  food  waste  had  been  collected  and 
treated  by  a  local  firm.  The  scheme  had  been  in  existence 
since  October  1943,  when  it  was  put  into  operation  at  the 
urgent  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Supply.  It  was  found  pos¬ 
sible  to  continue  the  collection  of  food  waste  from  food  shops 
and  school  and  factory  canteens,  but  the  street  bins  were 
abolished.  I  hese  bins  were  placed  systematically  ovei  the 
whole  town,  and  it  proved  difficult  at  times  to  keep  the  sites 
free  from  nuisance. 

I  wo  Ministry  inquiries  were  held  during  the  year,  one  on 
30th  May  in  connection  with  the  use  of  a  chalk  pit  at  Arlesev 
for  the  deposit  of  house  refuse  by  controlled  tipping,  and  the 
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other  regarding  the  use  of  land  off  Orchard  Way  as  a  munici¬ 
pal  caravan  site. 


Rodent  Control 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  for  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act.  and  the  return  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  showed  that  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  inspections  had  been  made  of  277  properties  and 
at  these  premises  treatment  for  rates  had  been  carried  out  at 
188  and  for  mice  at  thirty-one.  The  vast  majority  of  the  infes¬ 
tations  were  of  a  minor  character.  All  the  Council’s  under¬ 
takings  receive  regular  attention  and  there  is  negligible  infes¬ 
tation  of  the  sewers. 

Infections  Disease 

Routine  investigations  were  carried  out  as  required  and  all 
cases  of  food  poisoning  were  thoroughly  investigated  Inci¬ 
dence  of  food  poisoning  was  very  minor,  but  one  case  can 
necessitate  a  large  number  of  inquiries.  Terminal  disinfection 
is  undertaken  in  accordance  with  circumstances  and  not  as 
a  matter  of  routine. 

Swimming  Bath  and  Raddling  Pool 

Regular  samples  were  taken  during  the  season  to  ascertain 
the  condition  of  the  water  and  the  results  were  uniformly 
satisfactory.  The  design  and  nature  of  the  paddling  pool 
requires  constant  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Surveyor  and 
his  staff,  and  the  sample  results  indicated  that  the  water  was 
considerably  better  than  that  of  the  average  running  stream. 

National  Assistance  Act ,  Section  50 

No  cases  had  to  be  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

Letchworth  industry  is  still  expanding,  which  means  that 
this  work  is  also  increasing.  During  the  year  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  at  several  factory  canteens  and  on  the 
whole  these  are  well  run. 

A  number  of  workplaces  and  offices  were  also  inspected. 


STATISTICAL  RECORDS 

1st  January — 31st  December,  1951. 
GENERAL  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) : 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 


Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

...  255 

Houses  reinspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  ... 

...  75 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  ... 

3 

Houses  reinspected  under  Housing  Atts 

11 

Houses  visited  re  defective  dustbins 

...  21 

Housing  Survey  :  Form  A  primary 

1 

,,  „  „  A  secondary 

...  85 

,,  „  „  Bprimary 

...  91 

B secondary 

— 

Special  survey — number  of  houses  visited 

35 

Visits  re  number  of  occupants  . 

...  37 

Movable  dwellings  inspected  . 

...  44 

Movable  dwelling  sites  inspected 

...  81 

Nuisances  investigated 

...  179 

Systematic  investigations  of  district 

49 

Investigations  re  water  supply  ... 

...  29 

,,  re  watercourses  and  ditches 

18 

,,  re  sewers  ... 

60 

,,  re  industrial  effluvia 

13 

„  re  industrial  effluents 

...  30 

,,  re  pigeons 

6 

re  poultry  keeping 

18 

Visits  and  inspections  of  entertaining  premises 

4 

of  swimming  baths 

...  27 

..  ..  ,,  of  paddling  pool  ... 

8 

„  ,,  ,,  of  waterworks 

7 

Smoke  observations 

13 

Drains-  smoke  tested 

7 

Drains — water  tested 

24 

Drains — colour  tested 

22 

Visits  to  works  outstanding  and  in  progress 

...  563 

Visits  to  stables 

3 

Visits  to  piggeries  ...  ...  . 

29 

Visits  to  refuse  lips 

...  27 

22 


Visits  re  rodent  infestation 

1,074 

Investigations  in  sewers  ... 

469 

Visits  to  public  conveniences 

15 

Miscellaneous  visits 

94 

Samples  of  effluent  submitted  for  analysis 

9 

Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis 

12 

Samples  of  swimming  bath  water 

22 

..  paddling  pool  water 

8 

,.  refuse  tip  water 

25 

Building  licensing  ... 

129 

Food  control 

12 

Food  waste  collection  and  salvage 

181 

Civil  Defence 

4 

Hostels 

2 

(c)  Infestations 

Council  Houses 

Other  Houses 

Visits 

Bugs  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

5 

9 

Fleas  ...  . 

— 

— 

Fice 

1 

1 

Beetles  and  cockroaches  ...  1 

14 

32 

Flies  ...  ...  .  5 

4 

16 

Mosquitoes 

- — 

— 

Other  pests  .  ...  117 

160 

413 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPFIES 


( a )  V  isits  at  id  1 1  ispectioi  is 


3  abattoir 

1 ,332 

Meat  depot 

79 

Butchers’  shops  . . 

206 

Butchers’  vans  .  . 

9 

Fish  shops 

30 

Other  food  shops 

278 

Cafes 

43 

Bakehouses 

32 

Dairies 

70 

Food  preparing 


places  ... 

69 

Dairy  vehicles  ... 

71 

Cowsheds 

7 

Ice-cream  vendors 

121 

Hawkers  of  other 

foods  . 

21 

Canteens 

37 

Hotels 

4 

(b)  Carcases  examined 
( 1 )  At  Abattoir  : 


C°Ws  .  1,519  Calves  ...  1,987 

Heifers  ...  1.017  Sheep  ...  5,990 

Bulls  .  57  Pigs  . 66,711 

Bullocks  ...  2,055  Goats  ...  3 

(2)  At  shops,  other  premises  and  vans  : 

Beef  Qs.  Calves  ...  l  ] 

(i)  English  ...  218  Sheep .  84 

(ii)  Imported  ...  2  Pigs  69 

Boneless  mutton,  135  tons  Poultry  39 


(c)  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food 
(1)  At  Abattoir  : 

29  cow  carcases 


28  other  beasts’  carcasses 
47  forequarters  English  beef 
3  sides  English  beef 
445  beasts’  heads 


,469 

lungs 

188 

hearts 

928 

livers 

242 

kidneys 

736 

mesenteries 

244 

spleens 

.147 

other  organs 

256 

pig  carcasses 

sides  English  pork 

78  forequarters  English 
pork 

14  hindquarters  Eng¬ 
lish  pork 

3,9051b.  English  pork 


20  hindquarters  English 
beef 

2,9271b.  English  beef 


251b.  E 

English  veal 

25  calf 

heads 

20  calf 

plucks 

2 

lungs 

1 1 

livers 

44 

kidneys 

14 

spleens 

16 

mesenteries 

69 

other  organs 

8  sheep  carcasses 

8  forequarters  English 
mutton 

5  hindquarters  English 
mutton 

1701b.  English  mutton 
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(c)  Condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food — (coni.) 


2,481  pigs' 

heads 

1,352 

plucks 

10.269 

lungs 

3,074 

livers 

3.062 

kidneys 

5.419 

mesenteries 

3.389 

spleens 

5.158 

other  organs 

22  calf  carcasses 

1  forequarter  English 
veal 

3  hindquarters  English 
veal 

1  side  English  veal 


18  sheep 

)  heads 

48 

plucks 

90 

lungs 

187 

livers 

22 

kidneys 

9 

mesenteries 

11 

spleens 

145 

other  organs 

-  goat 

carcasses 

— 

heads 

— 

plucks 

— 

other  organs 

Total  weight  222,0491b. 


(2)  At  wholesale  depot,  shops  and  vans  : 


721b.  English  beef 
-  imported  beef 
371b.  English  pork 
25.2561b.  imported  mutton 
1  beast’s  head 
9  pigs’  heads 

4  other  organs 
721b.  bacon 
1,4521b.  ham 
5841b.  sausages 
137  cans  beef 

cans  mutton 
cans  brawn 
208  cans  pork 

5  cans  rabbits 


18  rabbits 
30  fowls 
—  cans  tongue 
169  cans  meat  products 
450  cans  vegetables 
1  box  kippers 
9  English  eggs 
912  imported  eggs 

12  packets  pudding 
mixture 

can  pudding 
i  81b.  jam 
I7!b.  preserves 
I  jar  pickles 

287  cans  condensed  milk 
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(2)  At  wholesale  depot, 

12  packets  dried  milk 
211b.  cheese 
1 99  packets  cheese 
61b.  biscuits 
141b  cake 


and  vans — { contd .) 

802  cans  fruit 
64  cans  fish 
2  boxes  mixed  fish 
1 2  sponge  cakes 
1  bag  flour 


shops 


(d)  Slaughter  oj  animals 

Regular  notices  of  slaughter  received  ...  .  1 

Notices  of  occasional  or  emergency  slaughter  received  80 


CARCASSES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
(EXCLUDING  SHOPS) 

Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  and 


cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Goats 

No.  killed 

No.  inspected 

3129 

3129 

1519 

1519 

1987 

1987 

5990 

5990 

66711 

66711 

3 

3 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

(1)  Whole  carcasses  con¬ 
demned 

8 

8 

14 

8 

229 

(2)  Carcasses  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

586 

556 

20 

293 

7513 

_ 

(3)  Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

22.1 

37.1 

1.7 

5.0 

11.6 

Tuberculosis  only 

(1)  Whole  carcasses  con¬ 
demned 

(2)  Carcasses  of  which 

20 

21 

8 

— 

27 

— 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

184 

300 

_ 

_ 

2372 

_ 

(3)  Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  af¬ 
fected  with  tubercu¬ 
losis 

6.5 

21.1 

0.4 

3.6 
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Cmv  udder  infection.  As  during  previous  years  a  careful 
examination  was  made  of  the  udders  of  all  cows  slaughtered, 
and  the  results  are  as  follows  : 


Number  of  cows  slaughtered 
Tubercular  type  lesions  found  in 
udder  and/or  supramammary 
lymphatic  glands 
Other  udder  infection 

Total  udder  infection 
Tubercular  cows  having  mammary 
lesions 


Eight  Years 

1 944/5 1 
10071 


380=  3.7°; 
2024  =  20.0'’; 
2404  =  23.8°; 


11.2% 


1951 

1519 


20-  1.3% 

212  =  13.9% 
232=  15.3% 


(380  in  3376  cases) 


6.2 /< 

(20  in  321 


cases) 


Applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  licences  granted  to  slaughtermen  ...  ...  15 

Amount  of  fees  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17s. 


(e)  Milk  Supply 

Six  farms  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
two  being  licensed  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk,  and  two  for  the  production  of  Accredited  milk.  There  are 
seven  distributors  of  milk,  five  having  premises  within  the 
urban  district.  Seven  are  licensed  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  ;  one  retailer  is  licensed  to  pasteurize  and  sell  pasteurized 
milk.  One  dairy  was  completely  re-equipped  with  new  plant, 
and  tw'o  dairy  premises  were  improved. 


Summary  of  results  of  milk  samples  taken  : 


Tuberculin 

Accredited 

Tested  milk 

milk 

Number  taken 

17 

5 

Methylene  blue  lest  satisfied 

14 

5 

,,  ,,  ,,  failed 

2 

B.  Coli  Absent  in  1/100  ml. 

Present  . 

— 

— 
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Summary  of  results  of  milk  taken — (contcl.) 


Number  taken  ... 

Methylene  blue  test — 

Number  submitted 
Satisfied  ... 

Failed 

B.  Coli — number  submitted 
Absent  in  1/100 
Present 

Phosphatase  Test — 

Number  submitted 

Passed  . 

Failed 


Tuberculin 

Tested 

(Pasteurized)  Pasteurized  Ordinary 


milk 

milk 

milk 

...  9 

41 

6 

'...  9 

36 

6 

9 

35 

1 

6 

ml.  — 

— 

9 

40 

4 

9 

36 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Milk  Acidity  Tests 

Number  carried  out  at  office 

Satisfactory  . 

Unsatisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Special  Samples 
None  taken. 


Ice-cream 

Methylene  Blue  Test 

Number  submitted  ... 
Classified  at  Grade  1 
Classified  as  Grade  II 
Classified  as  Grade  111 
Classified  as  Grade  IV 

B.  Coli  examination 

Number  submitted  ... 
Absent  in  1/10  grm. 
Present  in  1/10  grm. 


40 


30 


8  i 

2  I 

-  t 


Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 


8 

6 

9 
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to  OJ 


Bacterial  count— 

Number  submitted  ...  ...  8 

Highest  count  ...  ...44,000 

Lowest  count  ...  ...  2,300 

Average  count  ...  ...  14.095 

Chemical  examination- 

Number  submitted 

Highest 
Lowest 
Average 

Ingredient  samples — 

Number  submitted  ...  ...  1  Satisfactory 

FOOD  SAMPLES 

Canned  sardines  :  No  pathogenic  organisms. 

Spanish  peach  pulp  :  No  pathogenic  or  other  organisms. 

(f)  Adulteration 

The  County  Council  is  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for 
this  area,  the  officer  being  G.  F.  Hart,  Esq.,  and  all  complaints 
of  adulterated  food  are  referred  to  him.  Several  cases  were 
dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  a  most  helpful  liaison  was 
maintained. 


;’o  Fat 
w/w 

9.8 

2.43 

6.68 


Solids  not 
Fat  w/w 

35.8 

19.54 

27.03 


FOOD  BY-LAWS 

Visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  147 

Number  of  contraventions  found  . ..  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  II 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


(a)  Visits  and  Inspections 

General  ...  . 

.  122 

Re  Health  Clinic  cases 

8 

Specimens  taken  tp  laboratory 

14 

Hospitals 

2 

Schools  ...  . 

14 

Nurseries 

6 

Number  of  school  notices  sent  ... 

3 

(b)  Disinfection 

General  cases 

37 

rooms 

Tuberculosis  cases 

27 

Schoolrooms 

4 

Hospital  Wards . 

— 

Vehicles  ...  ...  . 

— 

Library  books 

16 

Disinfestation 

3 

Disposal  of  the  Dead 

National  Assistance  Act,  Section  50 

No.  of  cases  . 

— 

No.  of  visits 

— 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKPLACES 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Notices 

Mechanical  factories 

1 53 

166 

9 

Non-mechanical  factories 

39 

12 

6 

Workplaces 

45 

15 

2 

Outworkers 

63 

— 

— 
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Dejects  found  and  remedied 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

5 

5 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

— 

- — 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors  ... 

1 

1 

Other  nuisances 

8 

8 

Sanitary  accommodation 

Insufficient 

2 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

Matters  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector 

of  Factories 

1 

— 

Matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 

of  Factories 

— 

— • 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

Visits  and  inspections  ... 

29 

Number  of  contraventions  found 

2 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied 

2 

Number  of  licences  granted — 

(a)  Petroleum  spirit  and  products  .. 

43 

(b)  Carbide  of  calcium 

4 

Amount  of  fees  received,  £ 

30/10/-. 

SHOPS  ACTS 

Number  of  shops  on  Register  ... 

234 

Visits  and  inspections  ... 

91 

Number  of  contraventions  found 

13 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ... 

13 

GAME  LICENCES 
Visits  and  inspections  ... 

Number  of  licences  granted 

Amount  of  fees  received,  £1 

31 


3 

4 


RAG.  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS 

ACT  1951 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections 

Number  of  licences  granted . 

Amount  of  fees  received.  10/-. 

\ 

HAIRDRESSERS  AND  BARBERS — BY-LAWS 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections 
Number  of  contraventions  found 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ... 

OFFICES 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections 
Number  of  contraventions  found 
Number  of  contraventions  remedied  ... 


The  extensive  scope  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
is  illustrated  bv  the  foregoing  records  and  1  thank  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  staff  for  their  help,  co-operation  and  keen  interest. 

ARTHUR  JUMP, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Office, 

Gernon  Road. 

Letchworth. 

March  1952. 
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